
1695

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Oct. 4

scales are going up and down between hope
and fear. And you can tell them that this is
about going forward, not going back. It’s about
assuming responsibility, not pointing the finger
of blame. It’s about bringing people together,
not dividing them. It’s about playing to our
hopes, not our fears. That is what you have
to do. You cannot let Chuck and Lynda and
the people that work in the campaign head-
quarters do it all, and say, ‘‘I’ve paid for the
television ads. I quit.’’ That is not enough.

And I want every one of you to pledge to
yourselves tonight that if you want this country

to keep turning around and you want your chil-
dren to reap the benefits of the 21st century
and you want to do right by your country in
this period of change, the way our forebears
did at the end of World War II, you will send
Chuck Robb back to the Senate.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 p.m. at the
Sheraton Premiere. In his remarks, he referred
to Mark Warner, Virginia Democratic Party chair-
man.

Remarks Welcoming President Nelson Mandela of South Africa
October 4, 1994

President Mandela, members of the South Af-
rican delegation, distinguished guests, my fellow
Americans, we are here to welcome Nelson
Mandela back to the United States, but first,
to the United States as the President of his
nation.

Now, all over the world, there are three words
which spoken together express the triumph of
freedom, democracy, and hope for the future.
They are ‘‘President Nelson Mandela.’’ In you,
sir, we see proof that the human spirit can never
be crushed. For a half century, you pursued
your ideals, keeping your promise never to sur-
render, risking all, despite danger. For 27 years,
we watched you from your prison cell inspire
millions of your people with your spirit and your
words. And when you emerged, instead of ret-
ribution for past wrongs, you sought peace and
freedom and equality for your people.

You are living proof that the forces of justice
and reconciliation can bridge any divide. Every
day, you teach the world that those who build
triumph over those who tear down, that those
who unite can actually prevail over those who
would divide. Your presence here and the
growth of a new South Africa are stern rebukes
to both the destroyers and the cynics of this
world.

The struggle in South Africa has always had
a special place in the heart of America. For
after all, we fought our own most terrible war
here in our own land over slavery. And our
own civil rights movement has taken strength

and inspiration from and given aid to your fight
for liberty. Americans take great pride in the
role we played in helping to overturn apartheid
and in supporting the free elections which pro-
duced your Presidency.

Now we are working with you to build the
new South Africa. The challenges you face, pov-
erty, joblessness, homelessness, the despair born
of long years of deprivation, are as large as
they are difficult. But we know you will forge
ahead, and we know that we here in the United
States will also be better for your progress. For
a thriving South Africa, spurring greater pros-
perity throughout the region, opening new mar-
kets, that makes us more prosperous, too. And
a stable and democratic South Africa, working
with its neighbors to restore and maintain the
peace, that makes us more secure as well.

And perhaps most important of all, in this
age of ethnic, religious, and racial strife the
world over, you can be our partner, and together
our two nations can show the world that true
strength is found when we come together de-
spite our differences. We know and you know
that diversity and progress can go hand-in-hand,
indeed, that they must do so if we are to give
all our people the chance to fulfill their God-
given potential.

Mr. President, you have brought forth a new
nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to
equality. Today the American people welcome
you here, and we salute your stunning achieve-
ment. We pledge, as you have pledged, that
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we will walk every mile with you and that we
will not grow weary on the way.

I say to all of you here, Nkosi Sikelel’ i Afrika.
God bless Africa. And God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Statement on Unfunded Federal Mandates Reform Legislation
October 4, 1994

I want to state today my continued support
for efforts by Congress to restore balance to
the intergovernmental partnership between the
Federal Government and State, local, and tribal
governments. Since my days as Governor of Ar-
kansas, I have spoken out on the need to ad-
dress the burgeoning growth of Federal un-
funded mandates. As President, I have taken
action to resolve this problem within the execu-
tive branch by issuing Executive Order 12875,
‘‘Enhancing the Intergovernmental Partnership.’’

However, more needs to be done. Therefore,
I want to reiterate my endorsement of and

strongly encourage the Congress to send to my
desk before the session ends, the bipartisan
‘‘Federal Mandate Accountability and Reform
Act of 1994.’’ This legislation, drafted by Senator
Glenn and Senator Kempthorne in close con-
sultation with my administration, will curtail the
imposition of Federal mandates on State, local,
and tribal governments without adequate Fed-
eral funding and will promote informed and de-
liberate decisions by Congress on the appro-
priateness of Federal requirements in any
particular instances.

Nomination for the Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
October 4, 1994

The President today intends to nominate Alan
Dixon, former U.S. Senator of Illinois, to be
Chairman of the Defense Base Closure and Re-
alignment Commission.

‘‘I am pleased to nominate Alan Dixon to
the Defense Base Closure and Realignment
Commission. His record of dedicated public
service, extensive background in defense mat-

ters, and tested leadership will contribute greatly
to the valuable work of this Commission,’’ the
President said. ‘‘I look forward to his confirma-
tion.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Appointment for the President’s Committee on Mental Retardation
October 4, 1994

The President today announced his intention
to appoint the final eight members to the Presi-
dent’s Committee on Mental Retardation. The
appointees are Gisselle Acevedo Franco, Tom
Smith, Robert Dinerstein, Cathy Ficker Terrill,
Deborah Spitalnik, Lorenzo Aguilar-Melancon,
Ruth Luckasson, and Virginia Williams.

‘‘We have now assembled a strong and dy-
namic group of advocates, self advocates, family
members and professionals who share our com-
mon vision of moving from exclusion to inclu-
sion, from dependence to independence, from
paternalism to empowerment,’’ the President
said. ‘‘I look forward to the leadership that these
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